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Day 1, March 4th 

In order to find an appropriate collaborator I decided to approach someone who can compliment my skills 
but adding the things that I lack. Namely, writing lyrics and vocal melodies.   

I contacted my friend Abhijeeth Tambe who is a singer songwriter who lives in my city. I spoke to him about 
the project and he immediately got on board. Since he has far more experience with writing songs than I do 
asked him for some advice with regard to getting started. After a lengthy discussion about the various 
songwriting processes that he employs and some other more controversial subjects with regard to achieving a 
creative mindset he suggested that I maintain a journal where I write down my stream of  consciousness first 
thing in the morning every day for a week. After which we will refer to the book and see if  we can find 
something to work with.     

Day 2, March 13th  

After spending a week attempting to write things down before my censors start to kick in first thing every 
morning I had accumulated a few pages of  thoughts. Abhijeet and I met on the evening of  the 13th to go 
over some of  these ideas. The weekend prior to the meeting I had a show outside the city and I was really 
struck by some of  the thoughts I had in the hotel I was staying in. I quickly added that to my book before our 
meeting.  

In order to keep me comfortable during the process Abhi asked me to only tell him the lines that I had 
marked as interesting. Amongst them was the phrase “mornings are for regret” which he immediately 
connected with and we both agreed it would have a role to play in setting up some kind of  emotional state for 
the song’s character.   

We also discussed at great length my experience in that hotel. It was an upscale hotel where everything was 
perfect the walls were adorned with fine art and the staff  looked and behaved like Victorian era butlers.  

I couldn’t help but shake the feeling of  melancholy though. That this facade was somehow extremely fragile 
and could fall apart any second.  

After this meeting it was decided that the song would roughly be about a person having some kind of  
existential crisis brought on by this hotel room. 

I also presented some of  the music I had written. It was in  5/4 and Abhi was a bit sceptical at first, but it 
grew on him. 



Day 3, March 16th  

By this point Abhijeet had assimilated a lot of  the written material I had provided him and begun shaping 
the lyrics. Although we started with the idea of  a character lying in a hotel room bed and experiencing him 
or herself  questioning the very nature of  reality the lyrics soon evolved into something more relatable where 
the hotel started to become more of  a metaphor as opposed to an actual place. Abhijeet had drawn a sketch 
of  a hotel room in his notes just to see if  it would lead to any ideas and since it was a sketch it had a 
transparent quality to it which gave birth to the term “Glass Hotels”.  

This meeting was also about getting some musical parts down and seeing what kind of  structure the song 
would take. This session had a lot of  flow to it and we just recorded whatever we felt like even going so far as 
to add french horns. However, what will be used in the final arrangement remains to be seen. 



Day 4, March 19th 

After the previous session Abhi wanted to play with the parts that we had recorded and see how he could 
place things in the context of  the song. I bounced the stems and sent it to him and we met later to see what 
he had come up with.  

By this point the lyrics had begun to take on very solid form. Abhi used a technique that I personally found 
very interesting. He wrote down the lyrics in one column and in another column he broke the verse or chorus 
down to its most basic form. And based on what he saw in column 2 he made edits to the verse or chorus in 
order to make sure that the message was clear and made sense. An example of  this method can be seen 
below. 

The song naturally evolved into a 
conversation between two people who know 
each other really well. This lead to the idea 
of  making the song a duet and made the 
glass hotels metaphor a place we go to 
escape from reality but those closest to us 
know when we’re there.  

Abhi laid out a basic arrangement along 
with a simple vocal take which I took back 
with me and started building the 
instrumentation around.  



Here we see an issue with the bridge or pre chorus where the character is saying “I don’t want to deal” and I 
suggested that perhaps this is coming out of  nowhere and requires a bit of  a setup. 
 

On a related note Abhi also found the following problem  

Originally we wanted the female voice to be introduced after the first chorus. But since encountering the issue 
above where the characters having the conversation seem a bit ambiguous, we decided to introduce the 
female vocals in the first verse instead.  



Day 5, March 28th  

At this point I had all I needed to start working on the instrumentation. I decided to stick mainly to guitar 
since I had written the original riffs on the instrument and began to elaborate on it. I found some subtle and 
some not so subtle layers and topped it off  with acoustic drums and bass. Finally, I received a vocal take from 
a friend in the UK and completed the female vocal section of  the track.  


